Introduction
"Historical Approaches to Child Witches" is a bibliographical survey of research literature related to children involved in witchcraft trials. The main emphasis is on children accused of witchcraft in the Early Modern Period in Europe and Colonial America. In addition, some references are included dealing with children as witnesses as well as victims in witchcraft trials. Bibliographical references to the topic of children who allegedly were possessed by the devil have not been included in this bibliography. Chronologically, children were accused of witchcraft throughout the period of witchcraft persecution. There were early cases from the late 16th century and the early 17th where children were believed to be witches and were accused of witchcraft, particularly in Germany and Spain. However, the bulk of children involved in witchcraft trials are found at the end of the witch-hunt, during the late 17th and early 18th centuries. In this late era of the witch-hunt, we find several witchcraft panics, linked witchcraft trials taking place during a concentrated period of time, where children were involved, for instance in Scandinavia and in Colonial America. However, the increasing tendency was that trials involving children were sent to courts of appeal, as the juries in local courts found these cases difficult. From the late 17th century, skepticism made itself felt as to the possibility of regarding witchcraft a crime, and courts of appeal acquitted many children accused of witchcraft. The notion that children were sacrificed to the devil by their mothers is presented already in 1486 in the demonological treatise Malleus Maleficarum by Jacob Sprenger (b. 1436-d. 1496 ) and Heinrich Kramer (b. 1430 Kramer (b. -d. 1505 . The ideas about children possibly being witches were not discussed more thoroughly until Peter Binsfeld gave out his demonology in Trier in 1589. He argued for torture to be used to bring children below fourteen years of age to confess to witchcraft as well as for taking children's denunciation of adults seriously. Ideas related to children being ensnared by the devil had by 1662 found its way even to the district of Finnmark in northern Norway. In a panic taking place in 1662-1663, the confessions contained notions about a pregnant woman carrying a devil, not a child, the devil fathering a child, the mother sacrificing her eldest daughter to the devil, and the impossibility for a family to get rid of the devil as soon as he had gotten a foothold in a family. As a select bibliography, the entries below are aimed to give information about research related to children in witchcraft cases all over Europe, in addition to the 1692 cases in Salem in Colonial America.
General Overviews
The general overviews include articles focused on child witches in general, not necessarily related to a particular country or region. Trends in the period as for persecution of children are pointed out, particularly the change from very young children being targets of witches during the initial phases of the witch-hunt to children taking more active parts in the trials during the later phases of the hunt. The persecution of children is seen in connection with important demonological treatises, books spread in the European book market about the powerful devil and what he could accomplish on earth, with an emphasis on alleged witches entering into a pact with the devil. In this way they got hold of the power of the devil and were able to perform harmful witchcraft, including the ability to shapeshift and to fly through the air, while also taking part in witches' gatherings and collective witchcraft operations. Throughout the period of witch-hunting, there were increasing numbers of children accused of witchcraft, as new demonological ideas were more widely known among people. Behringer 1989 argues that increased knowledge of demonological ideas as time went by influenced the stories told by children during interrogation, and Monter 2006 gives a chronological survey of the role of children during the period with witchcraft trials, while WalinskiKiehl 1996 focuses on arguments for using torture against children accused of witchcraft.
The article focuses on the changing role of children through the period of witchcraft persecution. The number of trials involving children increased at the end of the period of witchcraft persecution, due to the fact that diabolical knowledge to a greater and greater degree was mediated and received by children and made into their own stories as time went by. Children finally played an active role during witchcraft persecution, not least because of them taking part in denunciation of others, children as well as adults. (Title translation: Witchcraft trials against children: The role of children in the history of witchcraft persecution.) Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » This article gives an overview of research focused on children in witchcraft trials, drawing major lines from the earliest phases of witchcraft persecution to the final stages. At first, very young children were involved in witchcraft trials because they were targets of witches and even killed and eaten at Sabbaths. As the persecution continued, older children began taking part in roles as denouncers, accusers, and witch-finders. By the beginning of the 17th century, children below the age of majority were imprisoned and punished for witchcraft in most parts of Europe. Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » The text discusses demonological notions of the possibility of children being witches. Mention is made of the German bishop Peter Binsfeld, who approved of torture of children below fourteen years of age and allowed testimonies of children to be used against adults. The main argument was that witchcraft was an exceptional crime; therefore, extraordinary methods had to be used. Prior to the 1580s, jurists had paid little attention to the issue. (Levack 2013) . These works contain information about child witches mostly included in a number of articles, either geographically or thematically focused. The information about child witches contained in these two reference works is rendered in the section General Mention in Articles. In addition, Golden's encyclopedia contains an article by William Monter, "Children," which deals with children in witchcraft trials more generally (Monter 2006, cited under General Overviews) . Both the mentioned reference works are available online. The two reference works contribute, by the geographic variety of articles and the numerous perspectives, to bring aspects of the topic of children in witchcraft trials to the fore and include this specific element of witchcraft trials in articles which have a broader scope.
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Textbooks and Chapters in Textbooks
The entries in this section deal with monographs as well as chapters in textbooks dealing with child witches. As very few monographs exist on this topic, it has been seen as fruitful to combine these two types of publications. The chapters in textbooks are related to different areas of Europe as well as Africa, and they are written mostly as parts of broader regional studies. Kieckhefer 1998 deals with the early phases of the witchcraft persecution, taking up the theme of witch-vampires killing and devouring babies, and how this fear is handled by the authorities. 
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The chapter explores the psychology of child witchcraft among the Bangwa of Cameroon. Most accusations of witchcraft had to do with unexplained sickness and death, so also the accusations against suspected child witches. After an introductory presentation of the belief system and the social context of witchcraft, a close reading of a child's confession is performed. The ways of interrogation are seen as an invitation to children's fantasies. Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » This essay deals with the early phases of the witchcraft persecution, when alleged witches and witch-vampires were accused of killing and eating babies. Three types of examples are given: firstly, witch-vampires charged with killing children in their cradles; secondly, conspiratorial witches charged with killing children and taking their bodies to the Sabbath; and thirdly, witches charged simply with causing bodily harm and death to children by their bewitchment. 
The book deals with aspects of possession and witchcraft related to children. A number of cases of serious child abuse have resulted from beliefs that children may be possessed by evil spirits and may then be given the power to bewitch others. Misfortune, failure, illness, and death may be blamed on them.
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Lagerlöf-Génetay, Birgitta. "De svenske häxprocessernas utbrottsskede 1668-1671." Doctoral diss., Stockholm University. Stockholm: Almqvist and Wicksell International, 1990.
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This dissertation examines the outbreak of the intense Swedish witchcraft trials of the 1660s and 1670s. Following a description of the sources is the main chapter, which consists of a close reading that pays particular attention to the accused, the accusers, and the contents of the confessions. Children and the role they played are highlighted throughout, as children's testimonies were decisive during these particular trials. In an additional chapter, the trials are contextualized, giving the background of the trials, also with regard to children's upbringing and living conditions. Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » This book deals with witchcraft trials against children centered around the ideas of diabolical witchcraft. Forty-five girls and boys from seven to seventeen years of age were accused of witchcraft in Augsburg during the 17th and early 18th century. They received severe sentences, even sentences of execution. In order to contextualize the trials, the book throws light on contemporary political, economic, and confessional conditions. In addition, solid analyses of primary sources are carried out. 
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The chapter investigates the trial of twelve-year-old Maren Olsdatter. She is interrogated during the last panic in the district of Finnmark, northern Norway, 1662-1663, wherein five other small girls were also accused of witchcraft. Answering in a detailed way, she seemed to have thorough knowledge of demonological ideas before she was imprisoned. All children's cases were sent to the court of appeal, and they were all acquitted. 
Bibliographies
Bibliographies on literature related to child witches are most often found in literature lists at the end of textbooks, articles, or book chapters dealing with the topic. They tend to be limited, often with an emphasis on a particular region or country. Therefore, a selection of bibliographies with different geographical scopes has been listed in this section. The sources cover Germany, northern Europe, Scotland, and Scandinavia. Emphasis is on notions of children within the demonological doctrine, the way children are treated by the judiciary, and the story-telling of children as it comes to the fore as part of their confessions before the court. See Dillinger 2013, Goodare 2013, and Willumsen 2013. 
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Journal Articles
The entries in this section have child witches as their main thematic concern. General as well as more specialized studies are presented, the latter for instance from Germany and Scandinavia. The article deals with cannibalism, which has become one of the fundamental characteristics of the witch in the popular culture of European societies. It marks the witch as "other" and signifies her relationship to all that is terrifying and taboo. Cannibalism was commonplace in demonologies from the 15th to the 17th century. In visual representation, the vampire witch, drinking the blood of children, is well-known. Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » In Bavaria, several of the late trials were triggered by children. The last Bavarian witch was an orphaned fourteenyear-old girl. She confessed extensive narratives of demonological character, about seduction by the devil, witches' flight, and Sabbath. She was executed. Even if the judge found the case difficult, it was argued that they had to convict a confessing witch. Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » This article deals with witchcraft trials in Salzburg, which was an ecclesiastical state governed by a princearchbishopric until 1803. Witchcraft trials took place from 1565 onwards, with cases involving first maleficium, later demonology, but in very modest numbers until 1677. Then, Jacob Koller, called Zauberer Jackl, the son of a woman already accused of witchcraft, was accused. Jack collected a group of young male beggars around him and reputedly apprenticed them to the devil. Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » The article deals with the witchcraft trials in the duchy of Württenberg in southwestern Germany during the period 1497-1700. More than 300 investigations and trials took place, resulting in at least 197 executions. Of the accused, 85 percent were women. Children became increasingly involved in the witchcraft trials in the second half of the 17th century. However, the children were never sentenced to death in Württemberg; their punishment combined a spanking with religious instruction by a minister or schoolmaster. This article points to the significant number of boy witches in witchcraft trials in the late-16th-century trials centered round Trier in Germany. The number of boys and men brought to the fore the image of a dual-gendered Sabbath. The boy witches were pressed to confess that they had played music at Sabbaths. This reflected the reality of village life, where men were the pipers and drummers at communal festivities. Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » This article deals with witchcraft trials during the period 1538-1798 in the Basque country. A special feature for the Basque witchcraft trials was the notion that the witches carried children and young people off to the Sabbath while they lay asleep in their beds, thus recruiting them to their evil sect. The Basque child witches first appeared at an auto de fe in Pamplona in 1540, involving thirty boys and girls aged ten to fourteen. During the follow-up activities of the Inquisition's execution of several witches at Logrono in 1610, the tribunal's junior inquisitor, Alonso Salazar y Frias, investigated almost 2,000 confessed witches, most of them children and adolescents, and found that the offence was purely imaginary.
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Colonial America
Colonial America, particularly the Salem witch-hunt, has attracted great interest among scholars as well as among the reading public. The Colonial witch-hunt was a relatively late outrunner of the European witchcraft trials (Godbeer 2006) .
